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Tequesta: The Journal of the Historical Association
of Southern. Florida, 1947, Number Seven, has appeared
since the last issue of our QUARTERLY. This is published
annually by that Association and the University of Miami
as a bulletin of the University. The present number, as
was the last, was edited by Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau,
Head of the Department of History of the University.
As in the past, it contains several articles of much
historical interest relating to that region. The leading
article, about one-half of the issue, is “The Ingraham
Everglades Exploring Expedition, 1892,” edited with
notes by Watt P. Marchman. This is the first publication of the journal of the expedition, kept by Wallace R.
Moses, who acted as “secretary” of the party. It is a
day to day account of the progress made, with a description of the region traversed, and the numerous hardships
and difficulties overcome.
Not since the Seminole War of 1835-42 had the Everglades been crossed, and what the United States Army
learned then about the country had been largely forgotten, hence this was virtually virgin exploration.
There is no doubt that Henry B. Plant fathered the
expedition, and that he may have had the development
of part of the region in mind-possibly a railroad across
the Everglades south of Lake Okeechobee.
The party of twenty-two men under the leadership
of James E. Ingraham, President of the South Florida
Railroad Company, of the Plant System, left Ft. Myers
on March 16, 1892; with many residents predicting failure at crossing the Everglades. Two days later, states
the Journal, they “crossed the old U. S. government
causeway constructed about 1835 across the Okaloacooache Slough and the Big Cypress Swamp . . . The prairie
beyond is said to be to the finest cattle range in the State.
We saw a number of cattle apparently in fine order . . . "
The Journal continues : “The country appears to
have been cleaned up of game so it is not surprising that
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apparently the Indians have deserted it . . . We pitched
our tents on the site of old Ft. Shackleford . . .
“March 19. Found an Indian camp occupied by a
squaw with three grandchildren, 2 or 3 dogs and a lot of
chickens. She graciously received the party and gave
them such information as possible to understand. Her
stock of English being apparently quite limited. The
children were noticeable for their dignity and reserve
. . . They were fat and healthy . . . Upon being questioned
as to the distance to Miami she replied 100 miles and that
an Indian could go from Shackleford to Miami in 4 days,
and accompanied with a chuckle, that it would take a
white man 10 days . . . Mr. George Hendry estimated the
total number of Indians in this section of the State not
to exceed 60 or 75, and not over 250 to 300 in the whole
State.
“March 20 . . . Found several Indian villages . . .
saw lemons and guavas of two or three varieties, one of
which was unknown to Mr. Chase [S. O. Chase] . . . Old
squaw sang for us, scarcely melodious. Her compensation was two quarts of corn.
“Left Ft. Shackleford March 21. Is a pine island
with perhaps half a dozen pine trees upon it and the only
dry camping place for some distance. The surrounding
country is prairie willow islands, small cypresses, etc.,
and considerable water but shallow . . . We left the Boat
Landing with two wooden skiffs and two canvas boats
all well loaded and waded about 1 1/2 miles into the Everglades.
“The surveyors began chaining and leveling at
Shackleford this morning. . . Snakes were conspicuous by
their absence, but one or two being seen by anyone . . .
Water covered the surface to the average depth of .5 of
a foot. . . The current is very sluggish, but as far as observation goes, flows in a southernly direction.
“March 22. All hands up before day and the routine
began . . . stakes were marked and driven every 1,000 feet
. . . An Indian approached on foot accompanied by three
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dogs. . . and said ‘Good morning’, he agreed to go with us
today for a consideration. Said ‘Wait, will get canoe’
soon returned with a fine cypress canoe. Three got into
the boat, seated themselves in the bottom, and Billy the
Indian stood upon the stern and poled, and pushed when
the water was too shallow for poling . . . We lunched,
the Indian joining us on invitation and conducting himself very politely . . . Made 5 miles in all today through
some of the worse bog imaginable, all tired out but cheerful . . .
“If this country could be drained, a vast expanse of
arable land could be opened for development. It seems
rich and could be easily cultivated once the water were
permanently removed . . .
March 23. Up to last night we made approximately
14.7 miles from Ft. Shackleford, which is better than anticipated. In order to get to the island and secure a dry
sleeping place we were obliged to leave our boats behind,
packing food and bedding on our backs. Made about 7
miles today, though we travelled considerably more than
that distance, meandering the water courses and keeping
the surveyors in sight as much as possible. This island
has a very tropical growth and is the richest yet visited.
It is perhaps one acre in extent and, as usual, used by the
Indians as a camping place. It has been partially cleared
and cultivated at one time, marks of corn and potato rows
being well defined, especially after lying on them all
night. Enormously large ferns with course leaves grow
on the island. A leaf from one measured 12 feet in
length. Wild fig or rubber trees are also here. The
Indians make a practice of cutting off the large limbs
and sometimes the tree itself for firewood. It is usually
cut at one time for future occasions, as it does not burn
at all readily when green. We made no hesitation in
using the seasoned wood we found and probably will be
well execrated by them on their next visit, as the consumption by white men is much greater than by Indians;
the former piling their wood lengthways, while the latter
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bring only the ends together and push them to the center
as the ends are consumed.
Soundings made today gave from 3 to 5 feet of mud
all underlaid with hard rock. In the saw grass, soundings
could not always be made with a five foot pole. Water
averaged for the day 1.2 feet, except on saw grass where
it averaged only .2 foot. Our Indian did not turn up tonight as agreed. [They never saw him again]. The two
miles of packing where we left the boats was through
the boggiest marsh and saw grass imaginable, and all
hands were thoroughly tired out when we reached Camp
No. 8, Island No. 23. The glades at this point present
an endless sea of saw and other grasses, lily pads, a great
many of them in bloom, with small patches of water amid
clear spots in the grass and small islands here and there.
We are 92,750 feet from Ft. Shackleford on our course.
March 24. . . Had to make several portages and drag
the boats through the saw grass . . . Captured five turtles,
and shot 5 or 6 marsh hens and limkins and one mallard
duck, a very welcome addition to our bill of fare. Upon
the trunk of a large rubber tree we found carved with a
knife the names of "Tommy Tiger,” “Jack Charley,”
and “Billy Fiewell," the latter undoubtedly the Indian
whom we met and engaged to go with us but who failed
to appear . . .
March 25. This was one of the hardest days yet.
Water on the course, sufficient for our boats, scarce, and
saw grass very plentiful. Made the longest portage yet
over one of the saw grasses, over 2,000 feet. Abandoned
the smallest of our wooden boats and threw away some
of our impedimenta before crossing. . .
March 26 . . . Had a very successful day, making
nearly five miles in a southwesterly direction. The rock
continues from 12 to 18 inches below mud, 4 feet from
surface of water to rock.
March 27. Found plenty of fire wood cut by the Indians and had a good breakfast of hominy, rice and beans.
Our flour is out. Corn meal out for some days. The corn
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meal was packed with bottles of syrup which fermenting
drove out the corks and was soaked up by the meal. It
made very palatable bread and mush, though at first we
supposed it was badly damaged. It was found extremely
necessary to economize our food supplies . . . Our consumption of food has heretofore been rather lavish and
based on an expected average advance of five miles per
day through the Glades, which expectation has not been
realized . . . It was a very discouraging day as we worked
hard and travelled several miles that did not count . . .
Ingraham and Moses slept in canvas boats, the balance
cut saw grass, piled it up so as to be out of the water and
made their beds thereon. All declared it made the most
comfortable beds yet, though it was a little uncomfortable
to step out into the water the first thing on rising . . . .
Shot a duck and a marsh hen.
March 28 . . . Our progress is very slow and we are
falling behind our average. We will see pretty hard
times from now on, and much depends upon the strength
and endurance of all hands. Our cook had a chill today
and was carried on the “Tarpon" as the wooden skiff
has been christened by the men. Robert Dean also gave
out, occasioned by a strained knee and rode. Our supper
was cooked by a little fire made from dead saw grass fed
continuously by several men, helped out by pine splinters
procured by robbing the canvas boats of some false flooring, and consisted of ham, duck, a terrapin and marsh
hen shot during the day and coffee. We made but 14,000
feet today. All hands worked very hard getting across
saw grass.
March 29 . . . Each carried a pack and walked about
1 1/2 miles through saw grass and bog. . . This has been
a terrible strain on everybody. Locomotion is extremely
difficult and slow. The bog is fearful and it sometimes
seems it would be easier to stay in it than to go on. Both
legs, up to the waist, frequently become embedded in the
same hole in the mud and to extricate one’s self with
from 30 to 50 lbs. weight on the back requires strength
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and time. Packing for any distance is impracticable. A
man by himself carrying nothing, would probably fail to
reach the timber from this point. The boats are very
necessary to enable one to pull himself out of the mud,
and even then the labor is most exhaustive. No island
visible except the one we are making for, - all saw grass
and glades. After an excessively arduous day’s work
all hands reached Camp No. 14. By Mr. Newman’s
[J. W.] direction we killed 15 of the nearly grown young
[white heron] that could not fly and converted them into
a dish much better than the average Florida chicken; or
so it seemed to us. Mr. Newman estimates we are 25 to
27 miles from Miami. We have but 5 or 6 days’ provisions on hand and our average being only about 3 miles
a day from Shackleford and falling behind, we are likely
to be hungry before reaching Miami. Some imagined
they heard the roar of the Ocean surf today.
March 30. Very heavy day. So far we have been
very fortunate in having little rain to incommode us . . .
Surveyors chaining for an island to the S. E. but the
chainmen giving out, occasioned by physical exhaustion
going through high saw grass and limited food, chaining
had to be given up for the present and Mr. Newman triangulated for an island nearer and more to the eastward.
Saw smokes to the S. E. during the day and near enough
to see the blaze after arriving in camp. Men very tired
and irritable, but felt better after supper.
March 31. Triangulated to South 20 degrees east.
The chainmen gave completely out in chaining for the
base line to make this triangulation and had to ride in
boat. Made only two short portages. This was very fortunate as the men are becoming quite weak and somewhat discouraged. . . Through a narrow channel we found
quite a strong current flowing towards the S. E. perhaps
a mile an hour . . . Made nearly four miles and reached
camp sufficiently early to dry our clothes and scrape
off some of the mud. We caught and shot 7 terrapins,
1 marsh hen, and three or four fish which jumped into
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our boats. Saw more moccasins today than any day
yet . . . Deeper water than anything yet encountered, in
which current so slight as to make it difficult to say if
any existed by observation . . .
April 1. Small islands are becoming very frequent.
On some of them is a small stunted tree said to be a custard apple. It resembles the northern apple tree somewhat in color and shape of leaves, as well as its growth
. . . The character of the Everglades is becoming noticeably different. Many islands, some quite large are visible to the north and east while little bushes 4 to 8 feet
high appeared all around us . . . Good water for the boats,
the deepest yet, about 2.50 feet on an average . . . We
came across frequent Indian burns. Smokes to the east,
southeast and west, indicating their presence, but none
were visible.
The water gave out after dinner and we made several portages. All hands, nearly, rather cross and tired
. . . Made 4 miles. Our engineer estimates the distance
yet to go to be about 20 miles. We have 4 days’ provisions which are carefully rationed daily . . . The rations
consist almost wholly of hominy and such game, principally herons and terrapins, as we can secure and when
cooked and served out is only about one-half the quantity craved, though sufficient to sustain life reasonably
well. The character of the food, together with its quantity is not muscle producing sufficient to meet the excessive labor required in this expedition. We caught 7
terrapins, 3 blue herons, several young water turkeys,
and an alligator whose tail we cut off intending to eat
the latter, but the prejudices of some of the party caused
it to be thrown away. It weighed about 40 lbs. and the
writer was sorry to see it go, as with our present appetites it would not be difficult to try the experiment of
testing it as an article of diet. Several very fine trout
jumped into our boats. We had them for supper. As
it required our utmost exertions to complete our trip and
survey before the provisions became entirely exhausted,
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no fishing had been attempted while marching. When
we reach camp all are too much exhausted, though we
have tackle. High water mark well defined on saw grass,
indicating about 12 inches above present level . . .
April 2. All hands appeared on deck this morning
in pretty fair shape. Save for strains, blisters, chafes,
and minor ills the health of the whole company has been
excellent. This island is said to be by the engineer 19 1/2
miles in a direct line from Miami, bearing South 41 degrees East, as near as he can determine by the opposite
character of the survey and 1/2 mile north of our original
course from Shackleford. Distance covered 6 1/2 miles
. . . The survey was today postponed until after arrival
at Miami, owing to the physical incapacity of the men
and the shortness and character of the provisions. Good
objective points for triangulation were scarce . . . A good
many bushes grew in the saw grass. Rock getting deeper,
being from 6 to 6 1/2 feet from the surface of water. Less
water on the saw grasses . . . We met one encouraging
sign of civilization today, the printed portion of a paper
flour sack floating in the water, indicating that we were
on the Indian trail to Miami. There was a heavy smoke
noticed in the east today which remained in one place
and seemed to be of the nature of a bon-fire, as it appeared to be composed of something more solid than saw
grass. Some think it may be a relief party from
Miami . . .
April 3. Hope to get to Miami by tomorrow night.
Had a pretty hard day . . . several portages and got bottled up several times. Were it not for the boats to lean
upon, locomotion today would be extremely difficult if
not impossible for any distance. Some of the deepest
bogs yet encountered. The men walked beside the boats
and as they bog, raise themselves and so continue. It
rarely happens that all are bogged at once. It would
require a very strong man to go any distance alone and
reach civilization. Of course when we make portages
the men string themselves two and two ahead of the
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol26/iss3/5
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boats and drag them over. Sometimes it is necessary to
pack the contents of the boats ahead where the portages
are long and unusually boggy . . .
A dozen or more fish jumped into the boats today,
one weighing about 4 lbs. Several more terrapin were
caught, and half a dozen young water turkeys from their
nests. Our bacon has been very low for several days,
but we have not suffered very much nor been delayed in
our progress by the necessity of hunting food, latterly
appearing as we required it. This is all we have though,
with the addition of coffee, tea and grits, and more would
not go amiss.
From the top of one large rubber tree, timber was
seen 4 or 5 miles away to the eastward. This was very
encouraging and braced everybody wonderfully . . .
April 4. The constant wading in water and bog appears to have weakened all to a greater or less extent and
considerable lassitude prevails. No one is ill however,
and the weather continues perfect . . . We hope to make
the timber today and find friends or a wagon road. It
is two weeks today since we left Shackleford. The time
seems much longer. Saw an Indian in his canoe, whose
attention we attracted and he came to us. His name is
Billy Harney . . . The old man agreed to take two in his
canoe, go to Miami and return with provisions . . .
Billy’s home consists of a hammock field, one building covered by rived board, and 4 palmetto thatches. Has
corn growing 3 feet high, pumpkins bearing, bananas,
etc. Saw 4 or 5 good trunks, chairs, mosquito bars, and
appeared to be in prosperous circumstances. His wife,
daughters, and grandchildren were at home, but the balance of the men folks were away hunting 65 miles distant. The houses are built on a sand hill . . .
April 5. At 5 a.m. we started, arriving at the rapids
of the Miami River about 9 a.m. The rock had been approaching nearer the surface all the morning. At the
rapids the rock appeared prominently. . . The canoe with
Billy and the canvas boat shot the rapids, coming through
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without accident, though the trip was quite exciting, the
rocks being very sharp and jagged and the current very
swift. There appeared to be a fall of perhaps 10 feet in
300 yards.
“We arrived at Miami at noon . . .”
Dr. Tebeau and Mr. Marchman have added more
than a score of notes, identifying persons with brief
sketches, explaining allusions in the Journal, and otherwise adding interest to its publication. They refer to a
diary of J. E. Ingraham, and a manuscript “A Dash
Through the Everglades,” by Alonzo Church, a member
of the expedition. Neither of these have been published,
but Mr. Church’s account has been transcribed and
widely distributed.
Another diary is included in this number of Tequesta, “Diary of a West Coast Sailing Expedition,
1885.” This was kept by Mrs. John R. Gilpin, and is
published with notes by her son, Vincent Gilpin, who as a
small boy went along. They left Cedar Keys in January,
1885, and coasted to Key West, and back to Tampa, landing at numerous settlements. There is some description
of the coast, but as the weather was bad at times and the
party were not accustomed to roughing it and underwent
many discomforts, the attractions of the coasts are not
given full justice.
T. Ralph Robinson, with whom our readers are well
acquainted, a former plant physiologist of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, and former director of our Society, in “Perrine and Florida Tree Cotton” gives further information relating to that remarkable horticulturist, and includes a letter in facsimile recently brought
to light by Gaines R. Wilson, showing that Dr. Perrine
“had a large cargo of living plants” in the Bahamas
ready to bring to Florida. This is the first knowledge
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we have that he introduced plants other than from Yucatan.
Another article is extracts from the diary of Hester
Perrine Walker, a daughter of Dr. Perrine, selected and
edited by Jeanne Bellamy. The original of this diary is
in the Library of our Society, and the parts relating to
Florida were published in our Quarterly the issue of July,
1926 (vol. v. no. 1.). It is reprinted because of its great
interest and its relation to the Florida Keys.
Indicating the close cooperation of our Society with
the Historical Association of Southern Florida is the fact
that the originals of both the “Journal of the Everglades
Exploring Expedition” and the Perrine diary are in our
Library, and when Mr. Marchman planned the editing
of the former he was our Secretary and Librarian. A
large number of members are common to the two societies, and several have served as officials and directors
of both.
Any one wishing to become a member of the South
Florida Association will write to David O. True, Secretary and Treasurer, P. O. Box 537, Miami 4. The annual
dues are two dollars, and this includes subscription to
Teguesta.
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